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and a black fatalism. Recoiling from the sight as from a
brutal blasphemy, Shaw was moved to fervent protest. If
Circumstantial Selection is a truth of science and the
meaning of life, then, he declared, 'the stars of heaven,
the showers and dew, the winter and summer, the fire and
heat, the mountains and hills, may no longer be called on
to exalt the Lord with us by praise: their work is to modify-
all things by blindly starving and murdering everything
that is not lucky enough to survive in the universal struggle
for hogwash/
'Thus,' he continues, 'did the neck of the giraffe reach
out across the whole heavens and make men believe that
what they saw there was the gloaming of the gods/ Was
there no escape from the dreadful dilemma, one horn of
which was the acceptance of a life more futile than death, and
the other the Fiend's recall and re-enthronement? Which
was worse, a cruel God with a vindictive purpose and a
capricious will, or no God and no purpose and no will ? Was
there no other escape, no second alternative? There was.
The idea of evolution, far from being introduced by
Darwin, was as old as Aristotle when he classed together
as blood relations all animals with backbones; indeed older,
for every stock-breeder, pigeon-fancier, and gardener had
practised evolution every time they had tried to improve
the strain of their flocks and herds or to produce a new
variety of vegetable or flower. But it was only towards the
end of the eighteenth century that evolution, with the help
of the microscope, became incontrovertible as a scientific
fact, and it was upon this firm foundation that metaphysicians
began to build evolution into a philosophy in the nineteenth
century, and atheists and free-thinkers to find in it a religion
and a faith. Thus in 1830 Goethe divined that all creatures
had proceeded from a common stock, and that they had been
differentiated by their various environments; and none other
than Charles Darwin's grandfather, Erasmus, had written:
'The world has been evolved, not created: it has arisen
little by little from a small beginning, and has increased
through the activity of the elemental forces embodied in
itself, and so has grown rather than come into being at an
almighty word/